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(2) the person obtained the information by a means other than the criminal history
clearinghouse established under Section 411.0845, Government Code.

SECTION 4. Subchapter E-1, Chapter 37, Education Code, is amended by adding
Section 37.148 to read as follows:

Sec. 37.148. RIGHT TO REPORT CRIME. (a) An employee of a school district or
open-enrollment charter school may report a crime witnessed at the school to any peace
officer with authority to investigate the crime.

(b) A school district or open-enrollment charter school may not adopt a policy requiring
a school employee to:

(1) refrain from reporting a crime witnessed at the school; or

(2) report a crime witnessed at the school only to certain persons or peace officers.

SECTION 5. Section 39.06(a), Penal Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) A public servant commits an offense if, in reliance on information to which the
public servant [he] has access by virtue of the person's [his] office or employment and
that has not been made public, the person [he]:

(1) acquires or aids another to acquire a pecuniary interest in any property, trans-
action, or enterprise that may be affected by the information;

(2) speculates or aids another to speculate on the basis of the information; or

(3) as a public servant, including as a [prineipa4- fa] school administrator, coerces
another into suppressing or failing to report that information to a law enforcement
agency.

SECTION 6. The change in law made by this Act to Section 39.06, Penal Code, ap-
plies to an offense committed on or after the effective date of this Act. An offense com-
mitted before the effective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect on the date
the offense was committed, and the former law is continued in effect for that purpose.
For purposes of this section, an offense was committed before the effective date of this
Act if any element of the offense occurred before that date.

SECTION 7. This Act takes effect September 1, 2015.

Passed by the House on May 12, 2015: Yeas 138, Nays 6, 2 present, not voting; the
House concurred in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 1783 on May 29, 2015: Yeas
141, Nays 4, 2 present, not voting; passed by the Senate, with amendments, on
May 27, 2015: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved June 19, 2015.

Effective September 1, 2015.

TRANSFER OF DRIVER AND TRAFFIC SAFETY EDUCATION
FROM THE TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO THE TEXAS
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATION;

CHANGING THE AMOUNTS OF CERTAIN FEES

CHAPTER 1044

H.B. No. 1786

AN ACT
relating to the transfer of driver and traffic safety education from the Texas Educa-
tion Agency and the Department of Public Safety to the Texas Department of Licens-
ing and Regulation; changing the amounts of certain fees.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
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SECTION 1. Section 29.902(a), Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The Texas Department of Licensing and-Regulation [ageney] shall develop a
program of organized instruction in driver education and traffic safety for public school
students. A student who will be 15 years of age or older before a driver education and
traffic safety course ends may enroll in the course.

SECTION 2. Section 51.308, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 51.308. DRIVER EDUCATION. A driver education course for the purpose of
preparing students to obtain a driver's license may be offered by an institution of higher
education, as defined by Section 61.003, with the approval of the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation [.entral Ed ...... Agency.

SECTION 3. Section 1001.001, Education Code, is amended by amending Subdivi-
sions (2), (3), (4), and (5) and adding Subdivision (13-a) to read as follows:

(2) "Approved driving safety course" means a driving safety course approved by the
department [ee isionefl .

(3) "Commission" ["Cumm sionern] means the Texas Commission of Licensing and
Regulation [cemissoner of..........].

(4) "Course provider" means an enterprise that:

(A) maintains a place of business or solicits business in this state;

(B) is operated by an individual, association, partnership, or corporation; and

(C) has received an approval for a driving safety course from the department
[ont"issioner] or has been designated by a person who has received that approval
to conduct business and represent the person in this state.

(5) "Department" means the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Ptbli

(13-a) "Executive director" means the executive director of the department.

SECTION 4. Section 1001.002(c), Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

(c) A driver education course is exempt from this chapter, other than Section 1001.055,
if the course is:

(1) conducted by a vocational driver training school operated to train or prepare a
person for a field of endeavor in a business, trade, technical, or industrial occupation;

(2) conducted by a school or training program that offers only instruction of purely
avocational or recreational subjects as determined by the department [eomnlis"one ];

(3) sponsored by an employer to train its own employees without charging tuition;

(4) sponsored by a recognized trade, business, or professional organization with a
closed membership to instruct the members of the organization; or

(5) conducted by a school regulated and approved under another law of this state.

SECTION 5. Section 1001.003, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.003. LEGISLATIVE INTENT REGARDING SMALL BUSINESSES. It is
the intent of the legislature that commission [ageney] rules that affect driver training
schools that qualify as small businesses be adopted and administered so as to have the
least possible adverse economic effect on the schools.

SECTION 6. Section 1001.004, Education Code, as amended by Chapters 1253 (H.B.
339) and 1413 (S.B. 1317), Acts of the 81st Legislature, Regular Session, 2009, is reen-
acted and amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.004. COST OF ADMINISTERING CHAPTER. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), the cost of administering this chapter shall be included in the state
budget allowance for the department [ageney].

(b) The department [" missione] may charge a fee to each driver education school
in an amount not to exceed the actual expense incurred in the regulation of driver
education courses established under Section 1001.1015.
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SECTION 7. Sections 1001.051, 1001.052, and 1001.053, Education Code, are
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.051. JURISDICTION OVER SCHOOLS. The department [agency] has ju-
risdiction over and control of driver training schools regulated under this chapter.

Sec. 1001.052. RULES. The commission [agency] shall adopt [and admittister]
comprehensive rules governing driving safety courses.

Sec. 1001.053. POWERS AND DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT, COMMISSION, AND
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR [COMMISSIONER]. (a) The department and executive direc-
tor, as appropriate, [.ommisifne. shall:

(1) administer [the pohlieis f] this chapter;

(2) enforce minimum standards for driver training schools under this chapter;

(3) [adopt-and] enforce rules adopted by the commission that are necessary to
administer this chapter; and

(4) inspect [vi-si] a driver training school or course provider and reinspect
[reexanmine] the school or course provider for compliance with this chapter.

(b) The executive director [commis mcnr] may designate a person knowledgeable in
the administration of regulating driver training schools to administer this chapter.

(c) The commission shall adopt rules necessary to administer this chapter. The com-
mission [ermisse, I may adopt rules to ensure the integrity of approved driving
safety courses and to enhance program quality.

SECTION 8. The heading to Section 1001.054, Education Code, is amended to read
as follows:

Sec. 1001.054. RULES RESTRICTING ADVERTISING [OR COMPETITIVE
BIDDING].

SECTION 9. Section 1001.054(c), Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

(c) The commission [eenunisnirn r] by rule may restrict advertising by a branch loca-
tion of a driver training school so that the location adequately identifies the primary lo-
cation of the school in a solicitation.

SECTION 10. Sections 1001.055(a), (a-1), (a-2), (b), and (c), Education Code, are
amended to read as follows:

(a) The department [ageney] shall provide to each licensed or exempt driver education
school and to each parent-taught course provider approved under this chapter driver
education certificates or certificate numbers to enable the school or [and-each] approved
parent-taught course provider [(appvd by the Texas... of .. ... ..bSafety
.nder ..... 521.205 of the Trai.p. i ,... de) to print and issue department-
approved [,, y .... ] driver education certificates [with the eeificat.. numbrs]
to certify [be used for ertifyiig] completion of an approved driver education course and
[to] satisfy the requirements of Sections 521.204(a)(2), Transportation Code, [and]
521.1601, Transportation Code, as added by Chapter 1253 (H.B. 339), Acts of the 81st
Legislature, Regular Session, 2009, and 521.1601, Transportation Code, as added by
Chapter 1413 (S.B. 1317), Acts of the 81st Legislature, Regular Session, 2009.

(a-i) A certificate printed and issued by a driver education school or parent-taught
... tmnt of Pbli Sffty ..pprvd] course provider approved under this chapter

must:

(1) be in a form required by the department [ageney]; and

(2) include an identifying certificate number provided by the department [ageney]
that may be used to verify the authenticity of the certificate with the driver education
school or approved parent-taught [Departmecnt of Publ-e Safty a ed] course
provider.

(a-2) A driver education school or parent-taught [Dep.rtmnt of Publie Safety a.
proved] course provider approved under this chapter that purchases driver education
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certificate numbers shall provide for the printing and issuance of original and duplicate
certificates in a manner that, to the greatest extent possible, prevents the unauthorized
production or the misuse of the certificates. The driver education school or approved
parent-taught [Department of P Thli Safety ap prove course provider shall electroni-
cally submit to the department [agery] in the manner established by the department
[agency] data identified by the department [agency] relating to issuance of department-
approved [ageey approved] driver education certificates with the certificate numbers.

(b) The commission [agency] by rule shall provide for the design and distribution of
the certificates and certificate numbers in a manner that, to the greatest extent possible,
prevents the unauthorized reproduction or misuse of the certificates or certificate
numbers.

(c) The commission by rule shall establish [ageney my... Jhgl ]a fee [of not more thn
$4] for each certificate or certificate number.

SECTION 11. Sections 1001.056(b), (c), (d), (e), and (g), Education Code, are amended
to read as follows:

(b) The department [agency] shall provide each licensed course provider with course
completion certificate numbers to enable the provider to print and issue department-
approved [agen]y appr, uniform certificates of course completion.

(c) The commission [agency] by rule shall provide for the design of the certificates and
the distribution of certificate numbers in a manner that, to the greatest extent possible,
prevents the unauthorized production or the misuse of the certificates or certificate
numbers.

(d) A certificate under this section must:

(1) be in a form required by the department [agency]; and

(2) include an identifying number by which the department [ageney], a court, or the
Department of Public Safety [d&partent] may verify its authenticity with the course
provider.

(e) The commission by rule shall establish [agency may eharge]a fee [of not m e th
$4] for each course completion certificate number. A course provider that supplies a cer-
tificate to an operator shall collect from the operator a fee equal to the amount of the fee
paid to the department [ ]geneyl for the certificate number.

(g) A course provider shall issue a duplicate certificate by United States mail or com-
mercial delivery. The commission [eon"mssioneil by rule shall determine the amount of
the fee for issuance of a duplicate certificate under this subsection.

SECTION 12. Section 1001.057, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.057. ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION OF DRIVING SAFETY COURSE
INFORMATION. The department [ageney] shall investigate options to develop and
implement procedures to electronically transmit information relating to driving safety
courses to municipal and justice courts.

SECTION 13. Subchapter B, Chapter 1001, Education Code, is amended by adding
Section 1001.058 to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.058. ADVISORY COMMITTEE. (a) The commission shall establish an ad-
visory committee to advise the commission and department on rules and educational and
technical matters relevant to the administration of this chapter.

(b) The advisory committee consists of eleven members appointed for staggered six-year
terms by the presiding officer of the commission, with the approval of the commission, as
follows:

(1) one member representing a driver education school that offers a traditional
classroom course and in-car training;

(2) one member representing a driver education school that offers a traditional
classroom course, alternative methods of instruction, or in-car training;

(3) one member representing a driving safety school offering a traditional classroom
course or providing an alternative method of instruction;
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(4) one member representing a driving safety course provider approved for a
traditional classroom course and for an alternative method of instruction;

(5) one member representing a driving safety course provider approved for a
traditional classroom course or for an alternative method of instruction;

(6) one licensed instructor;

(7) one representative of the Department 6f Public Safety;

(8) one member representing a drug and alcohol driving awareness program course
provider;

(9) one member representing a parent-taught course provider; and

(10) two members representing the public.

(c) The presiding officer of the commission shall appoint the presiding officer of the ad-
visory committee. The presiding officer of the advisory committee may vote on any matter
before the advisory committee.

(d) A member may not serve two consecutive full terms.

(e) If a vacancy occurs during a term, the presiding officer of the commission, with the
approval of the commission, shall appoint a replacement who meets the qualifications of
the vacated position to serve for the remainder of the term.

(f) A member of the advisory committee may be removed from the advisory committee
as provided by Section 51.209, Occupations Code.

(g) Members of the advisory committee may not receive compensation but are entitled
to reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses incurred in performing the functions
of the advisory committee, subject to the General Appropriations Act.

(h) The committee shall meet at the call of the presiding officer of the commission.

(i) Chapter 2110, Government Code, does not apply to the advisory committee.

SECTION 14. The heading to Subchapter C, Chapter 1001, Education Code, is
amended to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER C. OPERATION OF DRIVER EDUCATION SCHOOL [GUR
RITU4UTK

SECTION 15. Sections 1001.101(a) and (b), Education Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(a) The commission [eoimirissiner] by rule shall establish or approve the curriculum
and designate the educational materials [te.b...] to be used in a driver education
course for minors and adults, including a driver education course conducted by a school
district, driver education school, or parent or other individual under this chapter [See-
tion 521.205, Transportation Code..

(b) A driver education course must require the student to complete:

(1) 7 hours of behind-the-wheel instruction in the presence of a person who holds a
driver education instructor license or who meets the requirements for a driver educa-
tion course conducted by a parent or other individual under Section 1001.112 [imposed
tinder Seetioii 521.205, Transportatio. Gel;

(2) 7 hours of observation instruction in the presence of a person who holds a driver
education instructor license or who meets the requirements for a driver education
course conducted by a parent or other individual under Section 1001.112 [imposed
tmder Seetion 621.205, Transportatio~n Gde]; and

(3) 30 hours of behind-the-wheel instruction, including at least 10 hours of instruc-
tion that takes place at night, in the presence of an adult who meets the requirements
of Section 521.222(d)(2), Transportation Code.

SECTION 16. Section 1001.1015(a), Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The commission [e..misiner] by rule shall establish the curriculum and desig-
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nate the educational materials to be used in a driver education course exclusively for
adults.

SECTION 17. Section 1001.102, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.102. ALCOHOL AWARENESS INFORMATION. (a) The commission
[agency] by rule shall require that information relating to alcohol awareness and the ef-
fect of alcohol on the effective operation of a motor vehicle be included in the curriculum
of any driver education course or driving safety course.

(b) In developing rules under this section, the commission [ftgeney] shall consult with
the Department of Public Safety [dRepatiment].

SECTION 18. Section 1001.1025, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.1025. MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS INFORMATION. (a) The commission
[fgeney] by rule shall require that information relating to motorcycle awareness, the
dangers of failing to yield the right-of-way to a motorcyclist, and the need to share the
road with motorcyclists be included in the curriculum of any driver education course or
driving safety course.

(b) In developing rules under this section, the commission [agency] shall consult with
the Department of Public Safety [department].

SECTION 19. Sections 1001.103(b), (d), and (e), Education Code, are amended to
conform to S.B. 219, Acts of the 84th Legislature, Regular Session, 2015, and further
amended to read as follows:

(b) The department [agency] shall develop standards for a separate school certification
and approve curricula for drug and alcohol driving awareness programs that include one
or more courses. Except as provided by commission [agency] rule, a program must be of-
fered in the same manner as a driving safety course.

(d) The department [Ini ..... . with Secton 461.018(b), Hlth mid Safety . de,
the-agency] and the Department of State Health Services [Texas Commiss-" .on Ale-ltc

and D Ab-,_._ ,'u shall enter into a memorandum of understanding for the interagency
approval of the required curricula.

(e) The commission [N.t.ith.tand Secton 1001.956, Stb-h..pte. D, a..- Sections
1091.218 and 1001.0 , th rn,.m a ,Tr] may establish fees in connection with the
programs under this section. The fees must be in amounts reasonable and necessary to
administer the department's [ageney s] duties under this section.

SECTION 20. Sections 1001.104 and 1001.105, Education Code, are amended to read
as follows:

Sec. 1001.104. HOSPITAL AND REHABILITATION FACILITIES. (a) The depart-
ment [ageney] shall enter into a memorandum of understanding with the state agency
responsible for administering the vocational rehabilitation program [Texas R "habi
tmr. Crnrnip,-] and the Department of Public Safety [department] for the interagency
development of curricula and licensing criteria for hospital and rehabilitation facilities
that teach driver education.

(b) The department [agency] shall administer comprehensive rules governing driver
education courses developed through interagency cooperation between [adopted by .....al
ag-eem-ftt aon] the commission [ageney], the state agency responsible for administer-
ing the vocational rehabilitation program [Texas Rehabilitt on Commi , and the
Department of Public Safety [departmentl.

Sec. 1001.105. TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE. The department [agency]
shall enter into a memorandum of understanding with the Texas Department of Insur-
ance for the [interagency] development of a curriculum for driving safety courses.

SECTION 21. Sections 1001.106(b), (c), and (d), Education Code, are amended to
read as follows:

(b) The commission [, mms ior.r by rule shall provide minimum standards of cur-
riculum relating to operation of vehicles at railroad and highway grade crossings.

(c) Subchapter F, Chapter 51, Occupations Code, and Section 51.353, Occupations
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Code, [Sections 1001.464, 101.46 , a d 1001.55.] do not apply to a violation of this sec-
tion or a rule adopted under this section.

(d) Section 51.352, Occupations Code, and Sections 1001.455(a)(6)[, 1001.601,
1001.651, 1001.65 ,] and 1001.554 of this code do not apply to a violation of this section.

SECTION 22. Section 1001.107, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.107. INFORMATION RELATING TO LITTER PREVENTION. (a) The
commission [cGmmissioner] by rule shall require that information relating to litter
prevention be included in the curriculum of each driver education and driving safety
course.

(b) In developing rules under this section, the commission [ee missione] shall consult
the Department of Public Safety [deptiiief-t].

SECTION 23. Sections 1001.108(a) and (c), Education Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(a) The commission [eommissienenr by rule shall require that information relating to
anatomical gifts be included in the curriculum of each driver education course and driv-
ing safety course.

(c) In developing rules under this section, the commission ["f"imissionef] shall consult
with [the dep at m t and] the [Rexas] Department of State Health Services.

SECTION 24. Section 1001.110, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.110. INFORMATION RELATING TO DRIVING DISTRACTIONS. (a) The
commission [commisiener] by rule shall require that information relating to the effect of
using a wireless communication device or engaging in other actions that may distract a
driver on the safe or effective operation of a motor vehicle be included in the curriculum
of each driver education course or driving safety course.

(b) In developing rules under this section, the commission [eommisiefner] shall consult
with the Department of Public Safety [department].

SECTION 25. Section 1001.111(a), Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The commission [eominissione KI by rule shall provide minimum standards of cur-
riculum for and designate the educational materials to be used in a driving safety course
designed for drivers younger than 25 years of age.

SECTION 26. Subchapter C, Chapter 1001, Education Code, is amended by adding
Section 1001.112 to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.112. PARENT-TAUGHT DRIVER EDUCATION. (a) The commission by
rule shall provide for approval of a driver education course conducted by the parent, step-
parent, foster parent, legal guardian, grandparent, or step-grandparent of a person who
is required to complete a driver education course to obtain a Class C license. The rules
must provide that the student driver spend a minimum number of hours in classroom
and behind-the-wheel instruction and that the person conducting the course:

(1) possess a valid license for the preceding three years that has not been suspended,
revoked, or forfeited in the past three years for an offense that involves the operation of
a motor vehicle;

(2) has not been convicted of.

(A) criminally negligent homicide; or

(B) driving while intoxicated;

(3) is not disabled because of mental illness; and

(4) does not have six or more points assigned to the person's driver's license under
Subchapter B, Chapter 708, Transportation Code, at the time the person begins conduct-
ing the course.

(b) The department may approve a course described by Subsection (a) if the depart-
ment determines that the course materials are at least equal to those required in a course
approved by the department, and the department may not require that:
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(1) the classroom instruction be provided in a room with particular characteristics or
equipment; or

(2) the vehicle used for the behind-the-wheel instruction have equipment other than
the equipment otherwise required by law for operation of the vehicle on a highway
while the vehicle is not being used for 'driver training.

(c) The rules must provide a method by which:

(1) approval of a course is obtained;

(2) an applicant submits proof of completion of the course;

(3) approval for delivering course materials by an alternative method, including
electronic means, is obtained;

(4) a provider of a course approved under this section may administer to an ap-
plicant the highway sign and traffic law parts of the examination as provided by Sec-
tion 521.1655(a-1), Transportation Code, through electronic means; and

(5) an applicant submits proof of passage of an examination administered under
Subdivision (4).

(d) Completion of a driver education course approved under this section has the same
effect under this chapter as completion of a driver education course approved by the
department.

SECTION 27. Section 1001.151, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.151. APPLICATION, LICENSE, AND REGISTRATION FEES. (a) The
commission by rule [eommisic, nr] shall establish [eolleet] application, license, and
registration fees. The fees must be in amounts sufficient to cover administrative costs
and are nonrefundable. The department shall collect the application, license, and registra-
tion fees.

(b) The commission by rule shall establish a fee for:

(1) an initial driver education school license and [is $1,000 plus $850 for each
branch location; [:1

(2) [(e) he fee for] an initial driving safety school license;

(3) [is an appropiate amount .tblishd by the o m n.. si.ne.. not to ... .. d $200.

[(d) The fee f&l] an initial course provider license [i -tn p rte afm, nt
ebh.,b ehd by the. , except that the executive director
[ageneyl may waive the fee, [if revenui .... i--d from th ..ur .pr -der" is--ffi.tt

(4) the [e)-The] annual renewal [feel for a course provider, driving safety school,
driver education school, or branch location [is an apprprae amunt established by
the .. mmii......... . e--...d $200], except that the executive director [ageneI]may
waive the fee if revenue generated by the issuance of course completion certificate
numbers and driver education certificates is sufficient to cover the cost of administer-
ing this chapter and Article 45.0511, Code of Criminal Procedure; [:1

(5) [(f) .he fee for] a change of address of[:

[(1-)] a driver education school, [is- $8; nd

[(2*-a] driving safety school, or course provider; [is-$rO.

(6) [(g)hefee fr] a change of name of:

(A) [Wl-)] a driver education school or course provider or an owner of a driver
education school or course provider [4-$4O]; or [aild]

(B) [(4)] a driving safety school or owner of a driving safety school; [is-$5O.]

(7) [(h) The app,.ati.n fc for] each additional driver education or driving safety
course at a driver training school; and [$]

(8) an initial [W) Th a l.e.tn fee for:
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[1 .e . a..t..... . .., ..
[(2) each appsiptant 311etor or admnistrtiv tIatffmemr is $15.

[W-- ac] application for approval of a driving safety course that has not been
evaluated by the department [eummsthonermust b .... ..... .by .n .fdable
fee of-$9,909].
(c) [k-)] An application for an initial [original] driver education or driving safety

instructor license must be accompanied by a processing fee [of-$69] and an annual
license fee [of-$2&], except that the department [commissioner] may not collect the
processing fee from an applicant for a driver education instructor license who is cur-
rently teaching a driver education course in a public school in this state.

(d) [±1 The commission [kommi1ioner] shall establish the amount of the fee for a
duplicate license.

(e) [(rfn)] The commission [commissioner] may establish a fee for an application for ap-
proval to offer a driver education course by an alternative method of instruction under
Section 1001.3541 [in aft... the.. minion.. .eonsic- appro, pr-iate, not to eceed
the a..unt. fficint to cover the ..... of .... ± h^._ the application].

SECTION 28. Section 1001.202(b), Education' Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) A driving safety school may use multiple classroom locations to teach a driving
safety course if each location:

(1) is approved by the parent school and the department [agency];

(2) has the same name as the parent school; and

(3) has the same ownership as the parent school.

SECTION 29. Sections 1001.204, 1001.205, and 1001.206, Education Code, are
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.204. REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVER EDUCATION SCHOOL LICENSE.
(a) The commission by rule [commissioner] shall establish the criteria [approv. aft ap-
plieatien] for a driver education school license.

(b) The department shall approve an application for a driver education school license
if the application is submitted on a form approved by the executive director, includes the
fee, and on inspection [if, on investigation of the premises of the.school, it is determined
that the school:

(1) has courses, curricula, and instruction of a quality, content, and length that rea-
sonably and adequately achieve the stated objective for which the courses, curricula,
and instruction are offered;

(2) has adequate space, equipment, instructional material, and instructors to
provide training of good quality in the classroom and behind the wheel;

(3) has [directorJ] instructors[, anfd administ.....tos] who have adequate educational
qualifications and experience;

(4) provides to each student before enrollment:

(A) a copy of:

(i) the refund policy;

(ii) the schedule of tuition, fees, and other charges; and

(iii) the regulations relating to absence, grading policy, and rules of operation
and conduct; and

(B) the department's name, mailing address, [md] telephone number, and Internet
website address [ofthe-agency] for the purpose of directing complaints to the depart-
ment [agency];

(5) maintains adequate records as prescribed by the department [ommissioner] to
show attendance and progress or grades and enforces satisfactory standards relating
to attendance, progress, and conduct;
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(6) on completion of training, issues each student a certificate indicating the course
name and satisfactory completion;

(7) complies with all county, municipal, state, and federal regulations, including
fire, building, and sanitation codes and assumed name registration;

(8) is financially sound and capable of fulfilling its commitments for training;
(9) has [administrators, dir........ owners[;] and instructors who are of good repu-

tation and character;
(10) maintains and publishes as part of its student enrollment contract the proper

policy for the refund of the unused portion of tuition, fees, and other charges if a
student fails to take the course or withdraws or is discontinued from the school at any
time before completion;

(11) does not use erroneous or misleading advertising, either by actual statement,
omission, or intimation, as determined by the department [e'"inti];ieneri;

(12) does not use a name similar to the name of another existing school or tax-
supported educational institution in this state, unless specifically approved in writing
by the executive director [eemn5ioiner];

(13) submits to the department [agency] for approval the applicable course hour
lengths and curriculum content for each course offered by the school;

(14) does not owe an administrative penalty for a violation of [untler] this chapter;
and

(15) meets any additional criteria required by the department [agency].
Sec. 1001.205. REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVING SAFETY SCHOOL LICENSE.

(a) The commission by rule [eo "issiner] shall establish the criteria [approv an ap-
p.ieation for a driving safety school license.

(b) The department shall approve an application for a driving safety school license if
the application is submitted on a form approved by the executive director, includes the
fee, and on inspection of the premises of the school, [if on in-estigaI the department
[ageney] determines that the school:

(1) has driving safety courses, curricula, and instruction of a quality, content, and
length that reasonably and adequately achieve the stated objective for which the
course, curricula, and instruction are developed by the course provider;

(2) has adequate space, equipment, instructional material, and instructors to
provide training of good quality;

(3) has instructors [and administrators] who have adequate educational qualifica-
tions and experience;

(4) maintains adequate records as prescribed by the department [ " " ] to
show attendance and progress or grades and enforces satisfactory standards relating
to attendance, progress, and conduct;

(5) complies with all county, municipal, state, and federal laws, including fire,
building, and sanitation codes and assumed name registration;

(6) has [administrator,] owners[;] and instructors who are of good reputation and
character;

(7) does not use erroneous or misleading advertising, either by actual statement,
omission, or intimation, as determined by the department [cof]issione];

(8) does not use a name similar to the name of another existing school or tax-
supported educational establishment in this state, unless specifically approved in writ-
ing by the executive director [eonmnissinefr];

(9) maintains and uses the approved contract and policies developed by the course
provider;

(10) does not owe an administrative penalty for a violation of [under] this chapter;
(11) will not provide a driving safety course to a person for less than $25; and
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(12) meets additional criteria required by the department [eenmmie , ner].

Sec. 1001.206. REQUIREMENTS FOR COURSE PROVIDER LICENSE. (a) The
commission by rule [.o.missine ] shall establish criteria ...... I for a
course provider license.

(b) The department shall approve an application for a course provider license if the ap-
plication is submitted on a form approved by the executive director, includes the fee, and
on inspection of the premises of the school [if cn in .tgation] the department [ ]geney]
determines that:

(1) the course provider has an approved course that at least one licensed driving
safety school is willing to offer;

(2) the course provider has adequate educational qualifications and experience;

(3) the course provider will:

(A) develop and provide to each driving safety school that offers the approved
course a copy of:

(i) the refund policy; and

(ii) the regulations relating to absence, grading policy, and rules of operation
and conduct; and

(B) provide to the driving safety school the department's name, mailing address,
[and] telephone number, and Internet website address [o-the- ageny] for the purpose
of directing complaints to the department [ageney];

(4) a copy of the information provided to each driving safety school under Subdivi-
sion (3) will be provided to each student by the school before enrollment;

(5) not later than the 15th working day after the date a [the] person successfully
completes the course, the course provider will issue and deliver to the person by United
States mail or commercial delivery [maul a uniform certificate of course completion [to
the-person] indicating the course name and successful completion;

(6) the course provider maintains adequate records as prescribed by the department
[ccmmisiorncr] to show attendance and progress or grades and enforces satisfactory
standards relating to attendance, progress, and conduct;

(7) the course provider complies with all county, municipal, state, and federal laws,
including assumed name registration and other applicable requirements;

(8) the course provider is financially sound and capable of fulfilling its commitments
for training;

(9) the course provider is of good reputation and character;

(10) the course provider maintains and publishes as a part of its student enrollment
contract the proper policy for the refund of the unused portion of tuition, fees, and
other charges if a student fails to take the course or withdraws or is discontinued from
the school at any time before completion;

(11) the course provider does not use erroneous or misleading advertising, either by
actual statement, omission, or intimation, as determined by the department [emmis-

(12) the course provider does not use a name similar to the name of another exist-
ing school or tax-supported educational institution in this state, unless specifically ap-
proved in writing by the executive director [emmisioner];

(13) the course provider does not owe an administrative penalty for a violation of
[tuider] this chapter; and

(14) the course provider meets additional criteria required by the department
[comraissioner].
SECTION 30. Sections 1001.207(a) and (b), Education Code, are amended to read as

follows:

(a) Before a driver education school may be issued a license, the school must file a
corporate surety bond with the department [commissioner] in the amount of:
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(1) $10,000 for the primary location of the school; and

(2) $5,000 for each branch location.

(b) A bond issued under Subsection (a) must be:

(1) issued in a form approved by the department [eo"missione ];

(2) issued by a company authorized to do business in this state;

(3) payable to the department [stftte] to be used only for payment of a refund due to
a student or potential student;

(4) conditioned on the compliance of the school and its officers, agents, and employ-
ees with this chapter and rules adopted under this chapter; and

(5) issued for a period corresponding to the term of the license.

SECTION 31. Section 1001.209(b), Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) A bond issued under Subsection (a) must be:

(1) issued by a company authorized to do business in this state;

(2) payable to the department [state] to be used:

(A) for payment of a refund due a student of the course provider's approved
course;

(B) to cover the payment of unpaid fees or penalties assessed by the executive
director or the commission [ageney]; or

(C) to recover any cost associated with providing course completion certificate
numbers, including the cancellation of certificate numbers;
(3) conditioned on the compliance of the course provider and its officers, agents, and

employees with this chapter and rules adopted under this chapter; and
(4) issued for a period corresponding to the term of the license.

SECTION 32. Section 1001.210, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.210. ALTERNATE FORM OF SECURITY. Instead of the bond required by
Section 1001.207 or 1001.209, a driver education school or course provider may provide
another form of security that is:

(1) [(A)] approved by the department [eonmissior]; and

(2) [(-B)l] in the amount required for a comparable bond under Section 1001.207 or
1001.209.

SECTION 33. Sections 1001.211(a) and (b), Education Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(a) The executive director [commissioner] shall issue a license to an applicant for a
license under this subchapter if:

(1) the application is submitted in accordance with this subchapter; and

(2) the applicant meets the requirements of this chapter.

(b) A license must be in a form determined by the department [cmmissioner] and
must show in a clear and conspicuous manner:

(1) the date of issuance, effective date, and term of the license;

(2) the name and address of the driver training school or course provider;

(3) the authority for and conditions of approval; and

(4) [the .. m. monc-r' signatu.re, an

[-] any other fair and reasonable representation that is consistent with this chapter
and that the department [eoenmissiner] considers necessary.

SECTION 34. Sections 1001.213(c) and (d), Education Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(c) The commission by rule may establish [instead of the] fees [r.q.ir.d by Seetion
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1001.151, the fee for a new driver education school or course provider license under
Subsection (b) and [ , plus for each branch location[;] if:

(1) the new owner is substantially similar to the previous owner; and

(2) there is no significant change in the management or control of the driver educa-
tion school or course provider.

(d) The department may inspect [emmissiner is not rqred t, .ta school or
a branch location after a change of ownership.

SECTION 35. Section 1001.214, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.214. DUPLICATE LICENSE. A duplicate license may be issued to a driver
training school or course provider if:

(1) the original license is lost or destroyed; and

(2) an affidavit of that fact is filed with the department [ageney].

SECTION 36. Section 1001.251, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.251. LICENSE REQUIRED FOR INSTRUCTOR. (a) A person may not
teach or provide driver education, either as an individual or in a driver education school,
or conduct any phase of driver education, unless the person holds a driver education
instructor license issued by the executive director [ageney].

(b) A person may not teach or provide driving safety training, either as an individual
or in a driving safety school, or conduct any phase of driving safety education, unless the
person holds a driving safety instructor license issued by the executive director [ageney].
This subsection does not apply to an instructor of a driving safety course that does not
provide a uniform certificate of course completion to its graduates.

SECTION 37. Sections 1001.2511(b), (c), (d), (e), and (f), Education Code, are
amended to read as follows:

(b) The department [ageney] shall review the national criminal history record infor-
mation of a person who holds a license described by Subsection (a).

(c) The executive director [ageney shall place a license described by Subsection (a) on
inactive status for the license holder's failure to comply with a deadline for submitting
information required under this section.

(d) The department [ageneyl may allow a person who is applying for a license described
by Subsection (a) and who currently resides in another state to submit the person's
fingerprints and other required information in a manner that does not impose an undue
hardship on the person.

(e) The commission [eemo issioner may adopt rules to administer this section, includ-
ing rules establishing:

(1) deadlines for a person to submit fingerprints and photographs in compliance
with this section;

(2) sanctions for a person's failure to comply with the requirements of this section,
including suspension or revocation of or refusal to issue a license described by Subsec-
tion (a); and

(3) notification to a driver education school of relevant information obtained by the
department [ageney] under this section.

(f) The department [ageney] is not civilly or criminally liable for an action taken in
compliance with this section.

SECTION 38. Section 1001.2512, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.2512. FEES FOR CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD INFORMATION
REVIEW. The commission [, mmii ie I by rule shall require a person submitting to a
national criminal history record information review under Section 1001.2511 or the
driver education school employing the person, as determined by the department [ageney],
to pay a fee for the review in an amount not to exceed the amount of any fee imposed on
an application for certification under Subchapter B, Chapter 21, for a national criminal
history record information review under Section 22.0837.
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SECTION 39. Sections 1001.2514(a), (b), and (d), Education Code, are amended to
read as follows:

(a) A driver education school shall discharge or refuse to hire as an instructor an em-
ployee or applicant for employment if the department []gency obtains information
through a criminal history record information review that:

(1) the employee or applicant has been convicted of:

(A) a felony offense under Title 5, Penal Code;

(B) an offense on conviction of which a defendant is required to register as a sex
offender under Chapter 62, Code of Criminal Procedure; or

(C) an offense under the laws of another state or federal law that is equivalent to
an offense under Paragraph (A) or (B); and

(2) at the time the offense occurred, the victim of the offense described by Subdivi-
sion (1) was under 18 years of age or was enrolled in a public school.

(b) The executive director [agency] shall suspend or revoke a license described by Sec-
tion 1001.2511(a) held by a person under this subchapter and shall refuse to issue or
renew a license described by Section 1001.2511(a) to a person under this subchapter if
the person has been convicted of an offense described by Subsection (a) of this section.

(d) A driver education school may discharge an employee who serves as an instructor
if the school obtains information of the employee's conviction of a felony or of a misde-
meanor involving moral turpitude that the employee did not disclose to the school or the
department [ageney]. An employee discharged under this subsection is considered to
have been discharged for misconduct for purposes of Section 207.044, Labor Code.

SECTION 40. Section 1001.253, Education Code, is amended by amending Subsec-
tions (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f) and adding Subsection (h) to read as follows:

(a) The department [eomis4-]oner] shall establish standards for certification of [profes-
sional mid paraprofessional] personnel who conduct driver education programs in driver
education schools.

(b) A driver education instructor license authorizing a person to teach or provide'
behind-the-wheel training may not be issued unless the person has successfully
completed six semester hours of driver and traffic safety education or a program of study
in driver education approved by the department [cmtnti&4nmer] from an approved driver
education school.

(c) A person who holds a driver education instructor license authorizing behind-the-
wheel training may not be approved to assist a classroom instructor in the classroom
phase of driver education unless the person has successfully completed the three ad-
ditional semester hours of training required for a classroom instructor or a program of
study in driver education approved by the department [eommissione 1.

(d) Except as provided by Subsection (g) or Section 1001.254, a driver education
instructor license authorizing a person to teach or provide classroom training may not
be issued unless the person:

(1) has completed nine semester hours of driver and traffic safety education or a
program of study in driver education approved by the department [co migioner] from
an approved driver education school; and

(2) holds a teaching certificate and any additional certification required to teach
driver education.

(e) A driver education instructor who has completed the educational requirements
prescribed by Subsection (d)(1) may not teach instructor training classes unless the
instructor has successfully completed a supervising instructor development program
consisting of at least six additional semester hours or a program of study in driver
education approved by the department [ " " I that includes administering
driver education programs and supervising and administering traffic safety education.

(f) A driver education school may submit for department [agency] approval a curricu-
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lum for an instructor development program for driver education instructors. The program
must:

(1) be taught by a person who has completed a supervising instructor development
program under Subsection (e); and

(2) satisfy the requirements of this section for the particular program or type of
training to be provided.

(h) The classroom portion of the instructor development program for driver education
instructors may be conducted online.

SECTION 41. Section 1001.254(a), Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) A temporary driver education instructor license may be issued authorizing a
person to teach or provide classroom driver education training if the person:

(1) has completed the educational requirements prescribed by Section 1001.253(d)(1);

(2) holds a Texas teaching certificate with an effective date before February 1, 1986;

(3) meets all license requirements, other than successful completion of the examina-
tion required under rules adopted by the State Board for Educator Certification to
revalidate the teaching certificate; and

(4) demonstrates, in a manner prescribed by the department [.......... , the
intention to comply with the examination requirement at the first available
opportunity.

SECTION 42. Sections 1001.255(a), (b), and (c), Education Code, are amended to
read as follows:

(a) The department [ageney] shall regulate as a driver education school a driver
education instructor who:

(1) teaches driver education courses in a county having a population of 50,000 or
less; and

(2) does not teach more than 200 students annually.

(b) An instructor described by Subsection (a) must submit to the department [ageney]
an application for an initial or renewal driver education school license, together with all
required documentation and information.

(c) The executive director [ee misione I may waive initial or renewal driver educa-
tion school license fees [or the fee for a dirt... o.dministrative staff Memle ..

SECTION 43. Section 1001.256, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.256. DUPLICATE LICENSE. A duplicate license may be issued to a driver
education instructor or driving safety instructor if:

(1) the original license is lost or destroyed; and

(2) an affidavit of that fact is filed with the department [agen e].

SECTION 44. Sections 1001.303(c) and (d), Education Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(c) The department [eemmissim, iI may inspect [reexamine] a driver education school's
premises.

(d) The department [eemmissioner] shall renew or cancel the driver education school,
driving safety school, or course provider license.

SECTION 45. Sections 1001.304(b) and (c), Education Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(b) The continuing education must be:

(1) in courses approved by the department [eomis.s.i.nelj; and

(2) for the number of hours established by the commission [emmrisione].

(c) An applicant who does not comply with Subsection (a) must pay a late renewal fee
in the amount established by commission rule [of-$-]i.
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SECTION 46. Sections 1001.351(a) and (b), Education Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(a) Not later than the 15th working day after the course completion date, a course
provider or a person at the course provider's facilities shall issue and deliver by United
States mail or commercial delivery a uniform certificate of course completion [by mail ,r
cmmcrcial d.ve I to a person who successfully completes an approved driving safety
course.

(b) A course provider shall electronically submit to the department [ageney] in the
manner established by the department [ageney] data identified by the department
[ageney] relating to uniform certificates of course completion issued by the course
provider.

SECTION 47. Sections 1001.354(a) and (b), Education Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(a) A driving safety course may be taught at a driving safety school if the school is ap-
proved by the department [ageney].

(b) A driving safety school may teach an approved driving safety course by an alterna-
tive method that does not require students to be present in a classroom if the depart-
ment [eo"rissione] approves the alternative method. The department [eom"issienet]
may approve the alternative method if:

(1) the department [commissione] determines that the approved driving safety
course can be taught by the alternative method; and

(2) the alternative method includes testing and security measures that are at least
as secure as the measures available in the usual classroom setting.

SECTION 48. Section 1001.3541, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1001.3541. ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF INSTRUCTION FOR DRIVER
EDUCATION COURSE. (a) A driver education school may teach all or part of the
classroom portion of an approved driver education course by an alternative method of
instruction that does not require students to be present in a classroom if the department
[e.mm.s.oner] approves the alternative method.

(b) The department [eo issione I may approve the alternative method only if:

(1) the alternative method includes testing and security measures that the depart-
ment [eommissionei ] determines are at least as secure as the measures available in
the usual classroom setting; and

(2) the course, with the use of the alternative method, satisfies any other require-
ment applicable to a course in which the classroom portion is taught to students in the
usual classroom setting.

SECTION 49. Sections 1001.404(b) and (c), Education Code, are amended to read as
follows:

(b) The department [eeminiseionerl shall establish annually the rate of interest for a
refund at a rate sufficient to provide a deterrent to the retention of student money.

(c) The department [ageney] may except a driver education school or course provider
from the payment of interest if the school or course provider makes a good-faith effort to
refund tuition, fees, and other charges but is unable to locate the student to whom the
refund is owed. On request of the department [ageney], the school or course provider
shall document the effort to locate a student.

SECTION 50. Sections 1001.451 and 1001.452, Education Code, are amended to read
as follows:

Sec. 1001.451. PROHIBITED PRACTICES. A person may not:
(1) use advertising that is false, misleading, or deceptive [desgned to mislead or

deev a propective studecnt];

(2) fail to notify the department [eomn'tissone ] of the discontinuance of the opera-
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tion of a driver training school before the 15th [foetth] working day after the date of
cessation of classes and make available accurate records as required by this chapter;

(3) issue, sell, trade, or transfer:

(A) a uniform certificate of course completion or driver education certificate to a
person or driver training school not authorized to possess the certificate;

(B) a uniform certificate of course completion to a person who has not successfully
completed an approved, six-hour driving safety course; or

(C) a driver education certificate to a person who has not successfully completed a
department-approved [cmlisione aprved] driver education course;

(4) negotiate a promissory instrument received as payment of tuition or another
charge before the student completes 75 percent of the course, except that before that
time the instrument may be assigned to a purchaser who becomes subject to any
defense available against the school named as. payee; or

(5) conduct any part of an approved driver education course or driving safety course
without having an instructor physically present in appropriate proximity to the
student for the type of instruction being given.

Sec. 1001.452. COURSE OF INSTRUCTION. A driver training school may not
[m an.t ,, ri L, , h"it for, or-] conduct a course of instruction in this state before
the Rater-o.

[(I) the 80th dlay after the date the sehool aple fora rie trinn sehol
lieense, e

[(2-)the] date the school receives a driver training school license from the depart-
ment [eeonffliaoner].

SECTION 51. Sections 1001.453(b), (d), and (e), Education Code, are amended to
read as follows:

(b) The department may revoke the license of a [A] course provider [losa its cirse
providerstat"] if the course provider or the course provider's agent, employee, or repre-
sentative violates this section.

(d) Subchapter F, Chapter 51, Occupations Code, and Section 51.353, Occupations
Code, [S.tins 1001.454, 1001.4.6(a), and 1001..] do not apply to a violation of this
section or a rule adopted under this section.

(e) Section 51.352, Occupations Code, and Sections 1001.455(a)(6)[, 1 1..0.
100 . 61, 1001.562,] and 1001.554 of this code do not apply to a violation of this section.

SECTION 52. Section 1001.455(a), Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The executive director or the commission [ageney] may deny an application for an
instructor license or suspend or revoke the license of an instructor if the instructor:

(1) fails to meet a requirement for issuance of or holding a license under this chapter;

(2) permits [fraud] or engages in misrepresentation, fraud, or deceit in applying for
or obtaining a certificate, license, or permit [fa.dule.t - rela ti , the a
pheation];

(3) induces [or e n,.. . fraud or fraudulent practices on the part of an ap-
plicant for a driver's license or permit;

(4) permits or engages in any other fraudulent practice in an action between the ap-
plicant or license holder and the public;

(5) fails to comply with commission [agency] rules relating to driver instruction; or

(6) fails to comply with this chapter.

SECTION 53. Section 1001.555(b), Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) The department may [agency shall] contract with the Department of Public Safety
[departfeA] to provide undercover and investigative assistance in the enforcement of
Subsection (a).
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SECTION 54. Article 45.0511(b), Code of Criminal Procedure, is amended to read as
follows:

(b) The judge shall require the defendant to successfully complete a driving safety
course approved by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Education
Ageney] or a course under the motorcycle operator training and safety program ap-
proved by the designated state agency under Chapter 662, Transportation Code, if:

(1) the defendant elects driving safety course or motorcycle operator training course
dismissal under this article;

(2) the defendant:

(A) has not completed an approved driving safety course or motorcycle operator
training course, as appropriate, within the 12 months preceding the date of the of-
fense; or

(B) does not have a valid Texas driver's license or permit, is a member, or the
spouse or dependent child of a member, of the United States military forces serving
on active duty, and has not completed a driving safety course or motorcycle operator
training course, as appropriate, in another state within the 12 months preceding the
date of the offense;

(3) the defendant enters a plea under Article 45.021 in person or in writing of no
contest or guilty on or before the answer date on the notice to appear and:

(A) presents in person or by counsel to the court a request to take a course; or

(B) sends to the court by certified mail, return receipt requested, postmarked on
or before the answer date on the notice to appear, a written request to take a
course;

(4) the defendant:

(A) has a valid Texas driver's license or permit; or

(B) is a member, or the spouse or dependent child of a member, of the United
States military forces serving on active duty;

(5) the defendant is charged with an offense to which this article applies, other than
speeding at a speed of:

(A) 95 miles per hour or more; or

(B) 25 miles per hour or more over the posted speed limit; and

(6) the defendant provides evidence of financial responsibility as required by
Chapter 601, Transportation Code.

SECTION 55. Section 501.004(b), Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) This chapter does not apply to:

(1) a trailer or semitrailer used only for the transportation of farm products if the
products are not transported for hire;

(2) the filing or recording of a lien that is created only on an automobile accessory,
including a tire, radio, or heater;

(3) a motor vehicle while it is owned or operated by the United States; or

(4) a new motor vehicle on loan to a political subdivision of the state for use only in
a driver education course conducted [apoved] by an entity exempt from licensure
under Section 1001.002, Education Code [the Ccntral . ueat..- Ageney].

SECTION 56. Section 521.1601, Transportation Code, as added by Chapter 1253
(H.B. 339), Acts of the 81st Legislature, Regular Session, 2009, is amended to read as
follows:

Sec. 521.1601. DRIVER EDUCATION REQUIRED. The department may not issue a
driver's license to a person who is younger than 21 'years of age unless the person
submits to the department a driver education certificate issued under Chapter 1001,
Education Code, that states that the person has completed and passed:
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(1) a driver education and traffic safety course conducted [tppre..ed] by an entity
exempt from licensure under Section 1001.002 [the Texas Edu A under See
tion 2.902], Education Code, or a driver education course approved by the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation [tha]-agemey] under Chapter 1001, Education
Code [Scation 10014101 of that ed orapovdb the department under Seetiol

-2-.205]; or

(2) if the person is 18 years of age or older, a driver education course approved by
the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Edu...ation Agertcy] under Section
1001.101 or 1001.1015, Education Code.

SECTION 57. Section 521.1601, Transportation Code, as added by Chapter 1413
(S.B. 1317), Acts of the 81st Legislature, Regular Session, 2009, is amended to read as
follows:

Sec. 521.1601. DRIVER EDUCATION REQUIRED. The department may not issue a
driver's license to a person who is younger than 25 years of age unless the person
submits to the department a driver education certificate issued under Chapter 1001,
Education Code, that states that the person has completed and passed:

(1) a driver education and traffic safety course conducted [approved] by an entity
exempt from licensure under Section 1001.002 [the Texas Edu.at. .Agn y tinder See
tion 2.2], Education Code, or a driver education course approved by the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation [tht--age ] under Chapter 1001, Education
Code [Sectioti 1001.101(a)(1) of that code or aprovd by the department under See

o 521.205]; or

(2) if the person is 18 years of age or older, a driver education course approved by
the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Edu.atieii Agenty] under Section
1001.101 or 1001.1015 [S.tion 1001.101(a)(1) or (2 ], Education Code.

SECTION 58. Section 521.1655(a), Transportation Code, is amended to read as
follows:

(a) A driver education school licensed under Chapter 1001, Education Code, [the
Texas Driver and Trtffic Safety Education Aet (Article 4418(29e). Vernon's Tex,,as
Stattes)] may administer to a student of that school the vision, highway sign, and traf-
fic law parts of the examination required by Section 521.161.

SECTION 59. Section 521.167, Transportation Code, as added by Chapter 1253
(H.B. 339), Acts of the 81st Legislature, Regular Session, 2009, is amended to read as
follows:

Sec. 521.167. WAIVER OF CERTAIN EDUCATION AND EXAMINATION
REQUIREMENTS. A person who has completed and passed a driver education course
approved by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Education Agcncy]
under Section 1001.1015, Education Code, is not required to take the highway sign and
traffic law parts of the examination required under Section 521.161 if those parts have
been successfully completed as determined by a licensed driver education instructor.

SECTION 60. Section 521.203, Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 521.203. RESTRICTIONS ON CLASS A AND B LICENSES. The department
may not issue a Class A or Class B driver's license to a person who:

(1) is under 17 years of age;

(2) is under 18 years of age unless the person has completed a driver training
course approved by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Cntral Edu .
to Agency]; or

(3) has not provided the department with an affidavit, on a form prescribed by the
department, that states that no vehicle that the person will drive that requires a
Class A or Class B license is a commercial motor vehicle as defined by Section 522.003.

SECTION 61. Section 521.204(a), Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The department may issue a Class C driver's license to an applicant under 18
years of age only if the applicant:
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(1) is 16 years of age or older;
(2) has submitted to the department a driver education certificate issued under Sec-

tion 1001.055, Education Code, that states that the person has completed and passed
a driver education course approved by the [der. tmnt under Seetin 521.205 or- by
the] Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Education Agency];

(3) has obtained a high school diploma or its equivalent or is a student:

(A) enrolled in a public school, home school, or private school who attended school
for at least 80 days in the fall or spring semester preceding the date of the driver's
license application; or

(B) who has been enrolled for at least 45 days, and is enrolled as of the date of
the application, in a program to prepare persons to pass the high school equivalency
exam;
(4) has submitted to the department written parental or guardian permission:

(A) for the department to access the applicant's school enrollment records
maintained by the Texas Education Agency; and

(B) for a school administrator or law enforcement officer to notify the department
in the event that the person has been absent from school for at least 20 consecutive
instructional days; and

(5) has passed the examination required by Section 521.161.
SECTION 62. Sections 521.206(b) and (c), Transportation Code, are amended to read

as follows:

(b) The department shall collect data regarding the collision rate of students taught
by course instructors approved under Section 1001.112, Education Code [Seetion
6-2.205]. The collision rate is computed by determining the number of students who
completed a course approved under Section 1001.112, Education Code, [Stion 521.205]
during a state fiscal year, dividing that number by the number of collisions that involved
students who completed such a course and that occurred in the 12-month period follow-
ing their licensure, and expressing the quotient as a percentage.

(c) Not later than October 1 of each year, the department shall issue a publication
listing the collision rate for students taught by each driver education entity and the col-
lision rate for students taught by a course instructor approved under Section 1001.112,
Education Code [S.tion 521.205], noting the severity of collisions involving students of
each entity and each type of course.

SECTION 63. Sections 521.222(a) and (c), Transportation Code, are amended to read
as follows:

(a) The department [or a driver edueatil on ll h11e ne tl Texas Driver and
Traffic Safety Education Act (A.rtil. 4418(29 ), Vernon's Texas Civil Stttes) may is-
sue a learner license [an instr'etion er , including a Class A or Class B driver's
learner license [instrtction pe, ,, to a person who:

(1) is 15 years of age or older but under 18 years of age;

(2) has satisfactorily completed and passed the classroom phase of an approved
driver education course, which may be a course approved under Section 1001.112,
Education Code [52-1.2_];

(3) meets the requirements imposed under Section 521.204(a)(3) [.24-4."4 ], and

(4) has passed each examination required under Section 521.161 other than the
driving test.

(c) The department [A iver d....... 1.h.,ll may issue a learner license [an .st.ue-
tion permi] to a person 18 years of age or older who has successfully passed:

(1) a six-hour adult classroom driver education course approved by the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation [Eduat.n Age.. ]; and

(2) each part of the driver's examination required by Section 521.161 other than the
driving test.

3643

Ch. 1044, § 63



84th LEGISLATURE-REGULAR SESSION

SECTION 64. Section 521.223(b), Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) An applicant for a license under Subsection (a) must be 15- years of age or older
and must:

(1) have passed a driver education course approved by the department, which may
be a course approved under Chapter 1001, Education Code [Seetin 521.25]; and

(2) pass the examination required by Section 521.161.

SECTION 65. Sections 543.111 and 543.112, Transportation Code, are amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 543.111. REGULATION BY CERTAIN STATE AGENCIES. (a) The Texas Com-
mission of Licensing and Regulation [State Board of Ede. ... ] shall enter into a mem-
orandum of understanding with the Texas Department of Insurance for the interagency
development of a curriculum for driving safety courses.

(b) The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation and Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation, as appropriate, [Ed...tin .... shall:

(1) adopt and administer comprehensive rules governing driving safety courses; and

(2) investigate options to develop and implement procedures to electronically trans-
mit information pertaining to driving safety courses to municipal and justice courts.

Sec. 543.112. STANDARDS FOR UNIFORM CERTIFICATE OF COURSE
COMPLETION. (a) The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation [Edueatie,-
Ageney] by rule shall provide for the design and distribution of uniform certificates of
course completion so as to prevent to the greatest extent possible the unauthorized pro-
duction or misuse of the certificates.

(b) The uniform certificate of course completion must include an identifying number
by which the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Edueati,- Ageney], the
court, or the department may verify its authenticity with the course provider and must
be in a form adopted by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Edtieatio-
Ageney].

(c) [The Texas Edu.cation Aeny shall issu duhet uniferl" rtfieat.s ofeu
eompletion.] The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation [State Board of Educ..
tim] by rule shall determine the amount of the fee to be charged for issuance of a
duplicate certificate by persons who are licensed providers of courses approved under
Chapter 1001, Education Code.

(d) A driving safety course provider shall electronically submit data identified by the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Ed..tion Agency] pertaining to issued
uniform certificates of course completion to the Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation [ageney] as directed by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
[ageney].

SECTION 66. Sections 543.113(a) and (c), Transportation Code, are amended to read
as follows:

(a) The Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Educatin Agency] shall issue
course completion certificate numbers [print the "-ifb-- ertifieates] and supply them to
persons who are licensed providers of courses approved under Chapter 1001, Education
Code [theTexa, Drive and Trffie Safety Edueaio Aet (Artiele 4418(29e), Vernon's
Texas G_.l Statutes)]. The Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation by rule shall
establish [Agency may charge] a fee for each certificate. [The fee may not em.... $4.1

(c) Money collected by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Edueation
Ageney] under this section may be used [on4y] to pay monetary awards for information
relating to abuse of uniform certificates that leads to the conviction or removal of an ap-
proval, license, or authorization.

SECTION 67. Section 543.114(a), Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) A person may not distribute written information to advertise a provider of a driv-
ing safety course within 500 feet of a court having jurisdiction over an offense to which
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this subchapter applies. A violation of this section by a provider or a provider's agent,
employee, or representative results in loss of the provider's status as a provider of a
course approved under Chapter 1001, Education Code [the Texas Dr" a....d S.fet
Edneati Aet (Artcle 4418(29e), Vernon's Texas Civil Statute)].

SECTION 68. Section 545.412(g), Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:

(g) A judge, acting under Article 45.0511, Code of Criminal Procedure, who elects to
defer further proceedings and to place a defendant accused of a violation of this section
on probation under that article, in lieu of requiring the defendant to complete a driving
safety course approved by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Ed.eat.on
Ageney], shall require the defendant to attend and present proof that the defendant has
successfully completed a specialized driving safety course approved by the Texas Depart-
ment of Licensing and Regulation [Education Agencyl under Chapter 1001, Education
Code, [the Texas Drve and Traffie Safety Ed tn.at,,i, Act (lauiele 4418(29e), Vernort's
T-xa Cv-il Stattes)] that includes four hours of instruction that encourages the use of
child passenger safety seat systems and the wearing of seat belts and emphasizes:

(1) the effectiveness of child passenger safety seat systems and seat belts in reduc-
ing the harm to children being transported in motor vehicles; and

(2) the requirements of this section and the penalty for noncompliance.

SECTION 69. Section 545.413(i), Transportation Code, is amended to read as follows:
(i) A judge, acting under Article 45.0511, Code of Criminal Procedure, who elects to

defer further proceedings and to place a defendant accused of a violation of Subsection
(b) on probation under that article, in lieu of requiring the defendant to complete a driv-
ing safety course approved by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation [Edteft-
tion]Agency], shall require the defendant to attend and present proof that the defendant
has successfully completed a specialized driving safety course approved by the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation [Educ] A j under Chapter 1001, Educa-
tion Code, [the Texas Diver ad afficStqfct Edueatio, At (Ail. 4418(29e), Wrtton's
Texas Civil Stattes)] that includes four hours of instruction that encourages the use of
child passenger safety seat systems and the wearing of seat belts and emphasizes:

(1) the effectiveness of child passenger safety seat systems and seat belts in reduc-
ing the harm to children being transported in motor vehicles; and

(2) the requirements of this section and the penalty for noncompliance.

SECTION 70. (a) The following provisions of the Education Code are repealed:

(1) Section 1001.001(1);

(2) Sections 1001.054(a) and (b);

(3) Sections 1001.152 and 1001.153;

(4) Section 1001.203;

(5) Section 1001.212;

(6) Section 1001.252;

(7) Section 1001.257;

(8) Sections 1001.303(a) and (b);

(9) Section 1001.454;

(10) Section 1001.455(b);

(11) Sections 1001.456, 1001.457, 1001.458, and 1001.459;

(12) Sections 1001.460 and 1001.461;

(13) Sections 1001.501, 1001.502, and 1001.503; and

(14) Sections 1001.551, 1001.552, and 1001.553.

(b) Section 521.167, Transportation Code, as added by Chapter 1413 (S.B. 1317), Acts
of the 81st Legislature, Regular Session, 2009, and Section 521.205, Transportation
Code, are repealed.
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SECTION 71. The change in law made by this Act applies only to the imposition of
an administrative penalty for a violation that occurs on or after the effective date of this
Act. The imposition of an administrative penalty for a violation that occurs before the ef-
fective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect on the date the violation occurred,
and that law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 72. (a) In this section, "former governing bodies" means the Texas Educa-
tion Agency and the Department of Public Safety, relating to the oversight of Chapter
1001, Education Code, and Section 521.205, Transportation Code, respectively.

(b) On September 1, 2015:

(1) all functions and activities relating to Chapter 1001, Education Code, performed
by the former governing bodies immediately before that date are transferred to the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation;

(2) all rules, policies, procedures, decisions, and forms adopted by the former govern-
ing bodies relating to Chapter 1001, Education Code, or Section 521.205, Transporta-
tion Code, are continued in effect as rules, policies, procedures, decisions, and forms of
the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation or the Texas Department of Licens-
ing and Regulation, as applicable, and remain in effect until amended or replaced by
that commission or department;

(3) a complaint, investigation, or other proceeding before the former governing bod-
ies that is related to Chapter 1001, Education Code, or Section 521.205, Transporta-
tion Code, is transferred without change in status to the Texas Department of Licens-
ing and Regulation, and the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation assumes,
as appropriate and without a change in status, the position of the former governing
bodies in an action or proceeding to which one of the former governing bodies is a
party;

(4) all money, contracts, leases, property, and obligations of the former governing
bodies relating to Chapter 1001, Education Code, or Section 521.205, Transportation
Code, are transferred to the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation;

(5) all property in the custody of the former governing bodies related to Chapter
1001, Education Code, or Section 521.205, Transportation Code, is transferred to the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation; and

(6) the unexpended and unobligated balance of any money appropriated by the
legislature for the former governing bodies related to Chapter 1001, Education Code,
or Section 521.205, Transportation Code, is transferred to the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

(c) As soon as practicable after the effective date of this Act, the Texas Education
Agency may agree with the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation to transfer
any property of the Texas Education Agency to the Texas Department of Licensing and
Regulation to implement the transfer required by this Act.

(d) Unless the context indicates otherwise, a reference to the former governing bodies
in a law or administrative rule that relates to Chapter 1001, Education Code, or Section
521.205, Transportation Code, means the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regula-
tion or the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, as applicable.

(e) A license, permit, certification, or registration issued by the former governing bod-
ies is continued in effect as a license, permit, certification, or registration of the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation.

(f) On September 1, 2015, all full-time equivalent employee positions at the former
governing bodies and Education Service Center Region 13 that primarily concern the
administration, enforcement, or other direct or indirect support of Chapter 1001, Educa-
tion Code, or Section 521.205, Transportation Code, become positions at the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation. When filling the positions, the Texas Depart-
ment of Licensing and Regulation shall give first consideration to an applicant who, as
of August 31, 2015, was an employee at the former governing bodies or Education Ser-
vice Center Region 13 primarily involved in administering or enforcing Chapter 1001,
Education Code, or Section 521.205, Transportation Code.
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(g) As soon as practicable after the effective date of this Act, the presiding officer of
the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation, with the commission's approval,
shall make the initial appointments to the advisory committee under Section 1001.058,
Education Code, as added by this Act.

SECTION 73. The changes in law made by this Act to Chapter 1001, Education
Code, apply only to a fee charged on or after September 1, 2015. A fee charged before
September 1, 2015, is governed by the law in effect immediately before that date, and
the former law is continued in effect for that purpose.

SECTION 74. To the extent of any conflict, this Act prevails over another Act of the
84th Legislature, Regular Session, 2015, relating to nonsubstantive additions to and cor-
rections in enacted codes.

SECTION 75. This Act takes effect September 1, 2015.

Passed by the House on April 30, 2015: Yeas 134, Nays 1, 2 present, not voting; the
House concurred in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 1786 on May 27, 2015: Yeas
142, Nays 0, 2 present, not voting; passed by the Senate, with amendments, on
May 25, 2015: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved June 19, 2015.

Effective September 1, 2015.

REQUIREMENTS FOR AND CONFIDENTIALITY OF STATE
AGENCY CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS PLANS

CHAPTER 1045

H.B. No. 1832

AN ACT
relating to the requirements for and confidentiality of state agency continuity of
operations plans.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Sections 412.011(f) and (g), Labor Code, are amended to read as follows:

(f) The office shall work with each state agency to develop an agency-level [bsirtess]
continuity of operations plan under Section 412.054.

(g) The office shall make available to each agency subject to Section 412.054 guidelines
and models for each element listed in Section 412.054. The office shall assist the agency
as necessary to ensure that:

(1) agency staff understands each element of the [ ]usne continuity of operations
plan developed under Section 412.054; and

(2) each agency provides training and conducts testing and exercises that prepare
the agency for implementing [praeti ,- ....... ;^- i f the plan.

SECTION 2. Section 412.0128, Labor Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 412.0128. CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION. (a) Information in or
derived from a workers' compensation claim file regarding an employee, and information
in or derived from a risk management review related to facility security or continuity of
operations [of the Texas military forces], is confidential and is exempt from disclosure
under Chapter 552, Government Code, and may not be disclosed by the office except as
provided by Subsection (b), other provisions of this subchapter, or other law. Classified or
sensitive information [of the Texas miitary forces] specifically preempted from disclosure
by federal law retains the confidentiality protection provided by this section for all
purposes, including disclosure to the office.

(b) Forms, standards, and other instructional, informational, or planning materials
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